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Coincidence    and   Co r relation

IN the past it was perhaps natural that race and space should be
linked with civilization. All organized knowledge is the classifi-
cation of individual facts according to resemblances and differ-
ences, in order to deduce generalizations, so that one concept com-
prehends a large number of individual facts. Among the multiplicity
of facts some constants are sought round which to group other
facts. Such obvious factors as place, race, sex and birth temptingly
offer themselves as the nuclei round which to group other character-
istics, as the bases for cultural alignments. Culture complexes which
were found together at some time by historical accident were thought
to be correlated permanently into a pattern. Historical accidents were
taken for sociological laws. Whole sets of culture-complexes were
built round these biological and geographical bases. Women's
civilization was different from men's; civilization of one race differ-
ent from that of another; and the civilization of the high-born from
that of the low-born; the civilization of Europe different from that
of Asia.

But in reality there seems to be no correlation between race or
sex or birth and culture, as the democratic philosophy of to-day
freely acknowledges. It is true that a man cannot be a mother, nor
a woman a father. This is a biological, immutable factor, good for
all time. It is historically true that women had an inferior status,
were kept out of education and public life and professions, were
considered incapable of undertaking these tasks and were made
subservient to men. But, as is now freely acknowledged, there is
no organic correlation between the female sex and these historical
culture-complexes. To-day the unscientific and accidental character
of this relation has been recognized, and sex is increasingly losing